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St. John’s Episcopal Church 
210 North Main Street 
Versailles, KY 40383 
(859) 873-3481 
www.StJohnsKy.com 
 
DEADLINE for Eagle Wings 
September 2019 Issue 
(distributed before the first Sunday 
of the month): August 15, 2019 
 
Submission of articles or photos 
by email can be submitted to 
Stjohnskynews@gmail.com.  
 
There are several ways to receive 
Eagle Wings.  A full-color edition 
is available on our web site and via 
email.  To be added to the 
monthly distribution list, forward  
your email address to us at 
StJohnsKyNews@gmail.com.  You 
may also pick up a printed copy in 
Hosea Hall.  Printed copies are 
black and white only.   
 
Articles, news or photos for Wood-
ford Sun should be placed in the 
Eagle Wings mailbox in the church 
office and marked News for 
Woodford Sun.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Jillian 
Hall. 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sundays 
8 am Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 

10 am Celebration of the Holy Eucharist* 
 

Wednesdays, Holy Eucharist and  
Healing Service 

5:30 pm in the Chapel* 
 *Nursery provided 

On the cover, the 2019 Woodford County Reading Club 
students, counselors and staff.  Above, the counselors had 
fun, too.  Go Devan! 
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From Rev. Dana Lockhart 
 

“And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like a 

rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 

they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 

among them…” 

(Acts 2:2-3a)  

A Fire Drill and a Birthday Party 

As one of the great festivals of the church year, Pentecost is sometimes called the church’s 
“Birthday Party.”  This year, as part of our celebration, we held a fire drill. You could say that 
we planned for the possibility that “tongues of fire” could appear in worship that were not 
symbolic of the Holy Spirit.  
Why hold a fire drill in the middle of a service? It goes back to Jesus’ instructions to be pre-
pared, stay alert, and keep awake: as stewards entrusted by God, the leaders of St. John’s are 
called to take appropriate steps to ensure the safety and wellbeing of the parish. I am particu-
larly thankful for our Senior Warden, Larry Yocum, and for our Head Acolyte, Katherine Harper, 
for their work on our safety plans.  
In the Gospels, Jesus reminds us again and again to keep awake, stay alert, keep watch. This is 
not meant to cause us anxiety or paranoia, but instead to instill within the church the value of 
preparedness. We are the people who expect the unexpected.  
Saul, the enemy and the persecutor of the church, becomes Paul, the apostle to the gentiles, 
bringing the Gospel into new places and growing the church that he had once set out to de-
stroy. What else could we expect from a faith that teaches us to love our enemies and to pray 
for them? We love and pray for them so we will be prepared when they become our friends, 
our allies, and our fellow servants of the Lord. Expect the unexpected!  
Peter, once so afraid of acknowledging his relationship to Christ that he denied (three times!) 
knowing our Lord. But on Pentecost, he stands in the middle of the city, preaching the good 
news to the crowds gathered there; openly, boldly, and with conviction.  What else can we ex-
pect when Jesus tells us that we will receive the Spirit of Truth, who will come alongside us, 
teaching us, transforming us, renewing our faith. Expect the unexpected!  
And then what could be more unexpected than an empty tomb? We are taught by the scrip-

(Continued on page 4) 
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tures, again and again, to trust that what God does next will be different, and much better, 
than we could ever imagine, dream or even hope for. Expect the unexpected!  
To prepare for the fire drill, I met with the fire department and came away with a page of sug-
gestions to improve the safety of our building. Some of these things are going to cost money. 
And that is ok: we trust that God will provide for our needs. In fact, more than provide! God 
surprises us with so much abundance, that when you stand in the midst of a beautiful church 
building (like ours) it’s easy to forget that this Christianity-thing all started with some fishermen 
in rural Galilee. Expect the unexpected!  
People sometimes say to me, “well, we have an old building” and that is true… but what does 
it mean? The tone that accompanies these comments usually suggests weariness or compla-
cency. A little like saying, “it’s an old building” like one would say, “he’s an old dog.” There’s 
love there, sure… but also the sense that it would be wrong to expect too much. He’ll still bark 
at the mailman, but don’t try taking him on a hike.  
But here’s the thing: buildings can be renovated. They can be made new. It’s right there in the 
word. Likewise, congregations can be revitalized, and rejuvenated, and reformed…whatever 
“re” term you want to use. The church is not dying: we are in no risk of running out of birth-
days. And even if we were dying, that would be just fine. We are people of the resurrection! 
New life rising again from death… it’s right there in the word too.  
Of course, we do not always know exactly where the new life will come from or what form it will 
take. Nevertheless, we can trust God is at work among us, while we take prudent steps to be a 
safer, more accessible, healthier and more welcoming parish. Getting back to birthdays: in 
2022, St. John’s will celebrate a milestone: 175 years of ministry.  Let’s start planning the party 
now, going forward together, getting ready for another 175 years of ministry. 
 
Fr. Dana 

(Continued from page 3) 

St. John’s has been notified of an award of a mini grant from the Diocese in the amount of 
$5,000.  This will fund the construction of handicap accessible facilities so that all people will 
be able to enter into the church without going up steps.  An architect/engineering study will 
be completed first and hopefully a plan will be ready to show everyone what things will look 
like with these new features.    Ken Overturf 

From Ken Overturf, Junior Warden 
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 Light brunch for the summer Sundays.  To encourage parish-wide fellowship, we will be pro-
viding a light brunch (pastries, fruit and cereal) between the 8 am and the 10 am services as 
well as after the 10 am service during the summer from Memorial Day through Labor Day.  
Also, because it is summertime, there will be at least three pot luck brunches during the 
summer months . 

 July 7, Outdoor service with potluck.  Please start praying for good weather (no rain or 
scorching heat) now! Volunteers are needed at 9:30 to set up for worship. Worship will be 
outdoors (weather permitting) and the meal will be inside. 

 July 21, Christian Formation Interviews/Feedback Opportunity.  After the services, members 
of our committee will be looking to "interview" members for a few minutes about their de-
sires in regard to best supporting their faith formation journey. We look forward to speak-
ing about this exciting endeavor for St. John's. If you aren't able to stop by for an 
"interview" please feel free to contact any of our members - Clarita Murphy, Katherine 
Harper, Rick Keeling, Rachelle Foley or Deacon Emily  

 July 28, Waterpalooza.  Sunday July 28th, 11:30 am - 1:30 pm  on the Hughes House back 
lawn.  A Parish Event for ALL Ages.  Stay after the  10:00 am service and take a break from 
the heat with cooling water games and refreshments.  Bring your beach towel & squirt gun 
(or water cannons) and plan on getting a little wet! 

 July 29—30, VBS Mystery & Miracles, 6-8:00 pm  A light supper will be served at the begin-
ning of VBS.  For information contact Clarita Murphy 859-846-9808 or dough-
dog@windstream.net. 

 July 29, Prepare and Host Community Dinner.  1:30—6:00 pm, First Christian Church.  Start-
ing at 1:30 pm, volunteers are needed to help prepare the meal, serve to onsite customers 
and deliver to folks who can't make it to the dinner.  The meal is prepared in the kitchen at 
First Christian Church.  Volunteers of all abilities are welcome and you don't even have to 
be a great chef!  Food prep starts at 1:30 pm, packing for delivery starts about 4 PM and 
deliveries go out from 4:30 until the last person is fed.  This ministry is one of the many 
ways in which St. John's contributes to our community.  It is also a great way to get out and 
make someone very happy.  All of these meals feed the most vulnerable in our community, 
including children and elderly folks who have no resources to get to the dinner at the 
church.  If you have time to give or questions to ask, please contact Louise Jones at 
louise56637@gmail.com 

 August 4 – Outdoor service with AME Church with potluck 

 

mailto:doughdog@windstream.net
mailto:doughdog@windstream.net
mailto:louise56637@gmail.com
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Welcome to our New Music Director & Organist/
Choirmaster, Owen Sammons 
I am pleased to announce that Owen Sammons will be joining the staff at St. John’s as our new 
Music Director and Organist/Choirmaster.  A native of Louisville, he has lived in Central KY for 
the past 15 years. As a keyboard virtuoso, Mr. Sammons is gaining increasing notoriety 
throughout the Kentuckiana region for his dazzling skills at improvisation and for his seemingly 
natural affinity for unleashing the full tonal range and breadth of any pipe organ. 

Mr. Sammons is also a sought-after choral technician, having sung and played for many of the 
“great” choirmasters of our time. He has served as a regular guest conductor and organist for 
the Choir of the Church of the Good Shepherd throughout the years. He comes to us from 
Central Presbyterian in Louisville and previously served as Organist/Choirmaster at St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church in Paris from 2007 until 2018.  

Mr. Sammons is an honorary member of the Black Classical Artists of Louisville, serving as fea-
tured organist for numerous concerts and 3 invitation performances at the Piccolo Spoleto 
Festival, Charleston, SC. Owen also performed in and played for the Stephen Foster Story in 
Bardstown, KY. Most recently he accompanied and conducted the cast on a tour of Japan. 

Owen is a fan of our antique organ. He looks forward to working with the choir and making 
beautiful music at St. John’s for years to come. His first day at St. John’s will be August 1. I 
hope you will join me in enthusiastically welcoming him to St. John’s.  

Elizabeth Yanarella, our interim organist for the past year, has graciously offered to stay with us 
through July 28th. Please join me in thanking her for the abundant gifts she has brought to St. 
John’s. Stepping into a position during a period of difficult transition, Elizabeth helped guide 
our music program into calmer waters and strengthened it for the future. She has been a bless-
ing to our parish, and we hope she will continue to be a part of our church family and music 
program.  

 

 In Christ,  

 Fr. Dana Lockhart 

  

PS. On behalf of the personnel committee, I would like to thank Gayle Box and Deacon Emily 
for their tremendous assistance with this search. In addition, we are grateful for our choir mem-
bers who were able to attend rehearsals and provide useful feedback. 



 

7 

 

EfM Reconvenes in September 

Enrollment deadline is July 31 

Scholarships are available 
 

Education for Ministry, the four-year theological study program of the School of Theology at 
Sewanee covering the Bible, church history, and theology will reconvene in early September at 
St. John's  The course provides a comprehensive, experiential education in the foundations of 
Christian mission and faith for laity.   Tuition is $375 annually.  Participants must be at least 18 
years old but do NOT have to be members of the Episcopal Church.  The deadline for enroll-
ment is Wednesday, July 31.  For more information, call Ned Meekins at 873-3991, Katherine 
Harper at 285-9336, or talk  with any current or former participant.   

 

And after you dry off, come the next day and help to 
prepare, host and deliver the  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See page 5 for more information. 
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July 2019 Server Schedule 

 

 7-Jul 14-Jul 21-Jul 28-Jul 

 8:00 8:00 8:00 8:00 

Acolyte Jennifer Canary Louise Jones Leah Cardwell Tom Canary 

Lectors Tom Canary Jennifer Canary Louise Jones Ben Harper 

Altar Guild Vickie Duff Debby Edelen Susan Carey  Vickie Duff 

 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 

Crucifer Quinn Cardwell Todd Cooper David Clark Patrick Hall 

Torch Bearers 
  Nora Hanley &    
Willa Cardwell 

  
Jackson Robbins &           

Nora Hanley 
  Afton Skeeters &      
Jackson Robbins 

Acolyte Ben Harper Ann Richmond Katherine Harper Ned Meekins 

Chalice Vickie Duff Patrick Hall Ann Miller Patty Breeze 

Lectors 
James Wells &          
Sara Meekins 

Maryann Overturf &  
Virginia Ballard 

Jillian Hall &      
Rachelle Foley         

Julie Skeeters &     
Debbie Gill 

Gift Bearers 
Foley Family 

Gayle & Larry 
Yocum 

Lockhart Family Mark & Debbie Gill 

Ushers 
Ned & Sara 

Meekins 
John & Teresa 

Range  
Mark & Karla Myers Todd & Angel Cooper 

Altar Guild Vickie Duff Sara Meekins Julie Ross Sara Meekins 

Flower Guild Alex Mason Julie Ross Hellard/Lee Ann Richmond 

Vestry Ross/Yocum Yocum/Foley Overturf/Harper Vandenburg/Miller 

Brunch Potluck/Crowley Jones/Richmond Lockridge/Foley Jones/Gill 

 10-Jul 17-Jul 24-Jul 31-Jul 

Acolyte Ben Harper Ann Richmond George Abbott-Maze Katherine Harper 

Altar Guild Vickie Duff Sara Meekins Vickie Duff Sara Meekins 



 

11 

St. John’s  
2019 Ministry Directory 

 
Priest-in-Charge .............. Fr. Dana Lockhart 
Senior Warden .......................... Larry Yocum 
Junior Warden .......................... Ken Overturf 
Clerk of  the Vestry .........................Julie Ross 
Treasurer ......................................... Cory Curl 
Faith Formation Team Chair .........................  
 ......................... Rev. Emily Cardwell, Deacon 
Finance Team Chair ........................ Mark Gill 
Buildings and Grounds Team Chair 
 ....................................................... Ben Harper 
Mission Team Co-Chairs ................................  
 .................. Ann Miller & Georgia Lockridge 
Asst Clerk of  the Vestry........... Louise Jones 
Asst Treasurer ......................... Rachelle Foley 
 

* * * 
Altar Flowers ....................... Jereann Crowley 
Altar Guild ................................... Vickie Duff 
Baptisms ........................... Fr. Dana Lockhart 
Choir Director (Interim) .............. Gayle Box 
Chorister Director ........................ Cindi Clark 
Communication ............... Georgia Lockridge 
Community Dinners ................. Louise Jones 
Daughters of  the King . Mary Ann Overturf 
Eagle Wings ........................ Katherine Haper 
EfM ........... Ned Meekins, Katherine Harper 
Episcopal Church Women .............................  
 ............................................... Jereann Crowley 
Food Pantry ............................... Louise Jones 
Funeral Receptions ................................ ECW 
Head Acolyte .................... Katherine Harper 
House Committee ................... Ken Overturf 
Housekeeping ...................... Penny Thurman 
Kitchen Committee ........ Georgia Lockridge 
Kroger Cards ................................. Gayle Box 
Lay Eucharistic Ministry ..... Ann Richmond 

Men’s Club ....................... William (Bill) Clark 
Needlepoint projects .. George Abbott-Maze 
Newcomers ............................. Rachelle Foley 
Outreach ........................................ Ann Miller 
Organist (Interim) .......... Elizabeth Yanarella 
Parish Email ........................... Kathy Sparrow 
Parish Life ..................... Mercer Vandenburg 
Parish Secretary ..................... Kathy Sparrow 
Pastoral Care Ministry..... Fr. Dana Lockhart 
Personnel .......................... Fr. Dana Lockhart 
Reading Club ....................................................  
 ................ Mary Ann Overturf, Sara Meekins 
Recycling .................................... Ned Meekins 

Stewardship ..................................... Julie Ross 

Sunday brunch ........................... Louise Jones 

Sunday School ........................ Clarita Murphy 

Website............................................. Julie Ross 

Woodford Sun ............................... Jillian Hall 
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