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St. John’s Episcopal Church 
210 North Main Street 
Versailles, KY 40383 
(859) 873-3481 
www.StJohnsKy.com 
 
DEADLINE for Eagle Wings 
April 2020 Issue 
(distributed before the first Sunday 
of the month): March 15, 2020 
 
Submission of articles or photos 
by email can be submitted to 
Stjohnskynews@gmail.com.  
 
There are several ways to receive 
Eagle Wings.  A full-color edition 
is available on our web site and via 
email.  To be added to the 
monthly distribution list, forward  
your email address to us at 
StJohnsKyNews@gmail.com.  You 
may also pick up a printed copy in 
Hosea Hall.  Printed copies are 
black and white only.   
 
Articles, news or photos for Wood-
ford Sun should be placed in the 
Eagle Wings mailbox in the church 
office and marked News for 
Woodford Sun.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Jillian 
Hall. 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sundays 
8 am Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 

10 am Celebration of the Holy Eucharist* 
 

 
Wednesdays, Holy Eucharist and  

Healing Service 
5:30 pm in the Chapel* 

 
 *Nursery provided 
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From Rev. Dana Lockhart 
Good People Do Not Go to Heaven When They Die 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
We have arrived in the season of Lent, a holy season of 
reflection, repentance, and preparation for the joy of 
Easter. Historically, Lent was also a time when new con-
verts to the faith received instruction before they were 
welcomed into the church through Baptism at the 

Easter Vigil. The connection between faith formation and Lent is marked at St. John’s this year 
most appropriately by our “Instructed Eucharist” materials. This Lent has also led me to reflect 
on the importance of sound religious instruction in the life of a parish.  
 

When I was in seminary, I read Kenda Creasy Dean’s Almost Christian and became concerned 
about the state of youth ministry and parish faith formation in our country. Rather than teach-
ing the robust, consequential faith outlined in the catechism of any major Christian denomina-
tion (including the catechism printed in every Book of Common Prayer), Dean’s research found 
that the default religious view among church-going youth and young adults was actually a 
highly watered-down substitute. Drawing on the work of religious scholars, especially Christian 
Smith and Melinda Lundquist Denton, Dean drew the church’s attention to something called 
“Moralistic Therapeutic Deism.”  
 

Moralistic Therapeutic Deism (MTD) is perhaps best understood as a kind of religious parasite. 
Although it contains no genuinely Christian content, MTD has found a host in American Chris-
tianity. It has arguably been the default theology presented to young people for the past 30 
years (and is increasingly present in non-Christian faith traditions as well). While I wish that 
Dean’s book (along with the work of others like Andrew Root) had awakened the church to the 
need to address MTD, the church at large has continued to struggle to convey a robust Chris-
tian faith in the decade since Almost Christian was published. Perhaps Lent, a season for re-
turning to God and the ways of God, offers the church opportunities to recommit to vigorous 
educational standards and teaching authentic Christian history, doctrine and practices.  
 

Why does this matter? Well, for the church it is hard to miss the correlation between the rise of 
MTD and the dramatic decline in religious participation among Millennials. “Handing on” the 

(Continued on page 4) 
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core doctrines of the Christian faith to new believers has been an urgent concern since the 
very beginning of the church (1 Corinthians 15: 1-11). The Great Commission is not “go and do 
service projects,” or “go and advocate” or “or go and steward” (though these are good 
things): it is “go and make disciples” (Matthew 28:19). Teaching is not something the church 
does as a bonus: it is the very core of our mission. What we teach therefore matters a great 
deal.  
 

It is also tangibly relevant in the lives of our people. False doctrine is not only wrong, it inevita-
bly diminishes our understanding of God, God’s love for humanity, God’s desire for reconcilia-
tion, and the goodness of the world God created. Rather than providing hope and comfort (to 
say nothing of a faith worth living for!), MTD offers half-truths and platitudes. It is no wonder 
why people would choose not to stick around if MTD is their understanding of what the church 
believes.  
 

Scholars have identified 5 key tenets of MTD, and I will be writing about them for the next few 
months. Let’s start with the simplest tenet: “Good people go to heaven when they die.”  
 

At first, it is hard to find anything objectionable about this teaching. We are people of hope, 
we believe in an afterlife, and we want people to be morally upright and to love their neighbor. 
Yet it does not take much reflection to see how this goes wrong. For instance, if good people 
go to heaven when they die, why was the Incarnation necessary? Where is the cross in this be-
lief system? Why did Jesus die? Moreover, any person affected in the least by scrupulosity (like 
a modern-day young Martin Luther) will wonder: how “good” do you have to be to merit 
heaven? How can you know? What if you have done something really, really bad… how could 
you know you have done enough to make up for it?  
 

On the other hand, since scrupulosity has tended to be a rare disorder, there is the opposite 
problem: most people consider themselves, their family members, and their friends to be 
“good people.” This teaching reinforces a belief that “people like me go to heaven,” and ne-
glects any mention of “working out your own salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 
2:12). It makes “good” a rather low bar, measured in human standards, in contrast to the 
teaching of Jesus (“only God is good,” see Luke 18:19), which calls us not to be good but to 
be perfect (Matthew 5:48). Absent in MTD is also any sense of holiness, of being set apart by 
God for mission, or being equipped for this work by the Holy Spirit. It’s a rather threadbare 
account of human destiny.  
 

“Good people go to heaven when they die” demonstrates rather efficiently how MTD oper-
ates: it is concerned with people being good, nice, and fair (all vaguely defined), it prioritizes 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Instructed Eucharist Series  
Scheduled for Lent 
 
During the season of Lent, you can learn about the 
why and the how as we learn and worship our beauti-
ful Episcopal liturgy of Holy Eucharist.  We’ll cover 
such questions as: What is the source of the format 
and the language of the prayers?  What does it mean 
when some congregates cross themselves at various 
points in the service?  Why do the colors of the altar 
linens change?  Where is the burse?  How is the mu-
sic selected?  What is the significance of the services 
from Palm Sunday through Holy Week?   
 
Beginning on Sunday, March 1 and continuing each Sunday to March 29, we will gather in 
Hosea Hall at 9 am for about 45 minutes.  Each Sunday will focus on a different aspect of the 
Holy Eucharist.  In addition, each Sunday’s bulletin will include information on the focus that 
week: history and purpose of the prayers, sources and objectives of the music, rubrics (a di-
rection in a liturgical book as to how a church service should be conducted) and more! 
 
This year, during Lent, we will be using Rite II for our Sunday 10 am services.  We will use 
Rite I during the Easter season.  This will allow us to focus on one rite during our series.   
 
March 1 The Liturgy of the Word 
March 8 The Liturgy of the Table 
March 15 Clergy and Vestments, Servers, Seasons, Linens, and Vessels  
March 22 Music 
March 29 Holy Week Services and Q & A 

If you have any questions, please see Fr. Dana or Katherine Harper.   

Nursery care will be provided during the class. 
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making people feel better about themselves , and while it affirms that God exists, it leaves very 
little for God to do (people go to heaven because they are “good,” not because Jesus recon-
ciles us to God and opens the way to eternal life). It also denies the reality of sin in our lives 
(even the best people have caused harm to others). Therefore, it makes it harder to speak hon-
estly about the human condition, including our need for a savior, while obscuring the love of 
God, who sent Jesus to a world filled with not-so-good people. To which the world responded 
not with pleasantries but rather an execution on a Friday afternoon.  
 

Therefore, in response to MTD, let us offer a robustly Christian response: “Good people” 
don’t go to heaven when they die: sinners do. Sinners who are loved by God, called by God, 
redeemed by God. Sinners who receive grace upon grace through Jesus Christ. Our hope is 
not in a vague sense our own personal goodness, but rather in the specific mercy and faithful-
ness of the God who raised Jesus from the dead.  
 

In Christ,  
 

Fr. Dana  

(Continued from page 4) 

Our annual clean up day for Holy Week and 
Easter will be April 4, the Saturday before Palm 
Sunday.  Please come anytime between 10 am and ap-
proximately 2 pm to clean the pews, polish brass, mop 
the Parish Hall and kitchen floors, vacuum carpets and 
anything else that has been overlooked.  A light lunch 
will be provided and any goodies that you want to bring 
will be welcomed.  Help make St. John’s shine and 
sparkle for one of the church’s holiest seasons.   Thank 
you, Ken Overturf, Jr. Warden 
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Community Dinner, Monday, March 30.  St. John’s 
volunteers prepare, serve and deliver dinner to Woodford County resi-
dents who are in need of a friendly greeting and a hot meal.  If you have 
an hour or two to help, you will serve a great need. Preparation begins at 1 
pm and deliveries begin at 4 pm. Contact Louise Jones for more informa-
tion.  

Parish Family Game Night 

Hosea Hall 
 

Saturday, March 14, 5 pm-7 pm 
 

Pizza will be provided—bring a snack to share  

and your favorite games to play! 

 

Grab your friends too and join the fun! 

 

See Walter Kuntz or Ben Harper 

with any questions.  BYOB. 
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Facebook: St. John’s Episcopal Church, Versailles 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instagram: stjohnskynews 

Looking ahead . . .  
 Palm Sunday, April 5, 8 am and 10 am service 
 Wednesday, April 8, 5:30 pm Holy Eucharist & Unction, 6:15 pm Stations of the Cross 
 Maundy Thursday, April 9, 7 pm service 
 Good Friday, April 10, Noon and 7 pm services 
 Easter, April 12, 8 am and 10 am services 
 Easter Egg Hunt immediately follows the 10 am service 

Daughters of the King Assembly 
Saturday, April 18 
St. Michael’s Church, Lexington 
Contact Sally Razor or Helen Van Kovering for more information 
 

St. John's Altar Guild is stretched pretty thin right now, and we need some new mem-
bers. We have three different services to set up each 
week, and would like to have enough members so eve-
ryone only serves once a month. 
It's not your grandmother's Altar Guild! You don't have 
to be a woman! You will be well trained before you're 
setting up on your own. It's a wonderful parent/child 
team opportunity. 
As we enter a new year, and a new decade, please 
consider joining us in this vital ministry, setting the 
Lord's table for Holy Eucharist. 

We look forward to hearing from YOU!  Contact Vickie Duff for more information. 
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SUNDAY BRUNCH 
 
We have such an outstanding group of talented cooks who provide delicious brunches each Sunday 
following the 10:00 service.  We would like to invite each of 
you to stay for the brunch as the food is not only wonder-
ful, but so is the fellowship!   
 
We are in need of more helpers with brunch, both in assist-
ing each team in setting up and preparing the food, but 
even more so with the clean-up afterward.  St. John’s pro-
vides the staples for the brunch (eggs, sausage, bacon, 
biscuits, etc.).  So, brunch teams can prepare a simple 
brunch with these ingredients, or get more creative if they 
so desire.  It is also a great family activity with the option 
for younger ones to go off to the Children’s Chapel in the 
middle of the service.   
 
There will be a sign-up sheet in the parish hall if you are 
interested.  It truly is a rewarding ministry! 
 
Also, if you do come to brunch, don’t forget to put some money in the basket to help cover our ex-
penses…..  Many thanks! 

We have a new 2020 sign up calendar.   Please sign up to provide 
altar flowers.  The altar flower chart is located in the parish hall by 
the double doors leading to the hallway in front of the 
chapel.  After you sign up, please contact Kathy Sparrow and let 
her know what you would like in the bulletin at least one week 
before.  Thank you. Also, there are “Altar Flower Guild Enve-
lopes” in the parish hall and on the table outside the chapel. If 
you would like to give a donation to the Flower Guild and/or if 
you are signing up for flowers and would like to enclose cash or 

check, please complete and put it in the offering plate.   
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St. George’s Day 
Saturday, April 25 

The Cathedral Domain 
 

A Full Day of Activities and Formation Opportunities 
& Food, Fun & Fellowship 

 

Festival Worship at 3:00 pm 
 

A great day for all!  Plan to attend! 
See Katherine Harper for more information. 
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Vestry Has Retreat at the Domain and  
Delivers Check for St. John’s Cabin Renovations 
 
St. John’s Vestry members got a tour of the St. John’s cabin at the Cathedral Domain while 
they were there for a Vestry retreat. 

 
As a parish, we have recently con-
tributed funds for the first stage of 
renovations for the St. John’s cabin 
at the Domain.  Additional support 
(both financial and volunteers) will 
be needed to complete the entire 
project.  Please let Fr. Dana know if 
you would like to help with this 
project. 
 

Registration for summer camps has be-
gun.  St. John’s has funds available to 
provide campers scholarships for St. 
John’s children and youth.  Please let 
Deacon Emily or Fr. Dana know if you 
would like to apply. 
 
Included in the photo above with the Ves-
try are Andy Sigmon, Director of the Ca-
thedral Domain and Jon Ott, Chair of the 
Cathedral Domain Board. 
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Cancer Support Group Forming 
Adrain Holloway is a cancer survivor here in Versailles and has started a 
cancer support group.  It is a faith based support group for: 
* People battling cancer 
* Survivors of cancer 
* Loved ones supporting those with cancer 
The group meets the second Monday of each month at 6 pm at Versailles 
Presbyterian Church in the fellowship hall.  If you have questions or need 
more information, contact Adrain Holloway at 859-229-5049.  

Easter Flower Memorials and Dedications are due by Monday, March 
30.  Envelopes are available in the parish hall and they will be enclosed in the Lent 1, 2 and 3 
bulletins. 

Calendar of Events • News • Photos • Sermons • Server Schedule • Eagle Wings • 
Church documents • Weekly Announcements • Contact info • Ministry listing • Service 
schedule • Vestry listing • History 
of St. John’s • In- formation for 
Visitors • Finan- cial state-
ments • Church Bylaws • Resources • Link to Lectionary • Staff Directory • Church Arti-
cles of Incorporation • Server Instructions • Office Hours • and more! 
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March 2020 Server Schedule 

 

1-Mar 8-Mar 15-Mar 22-Mar 29-Mar

8:00 8:00 8:00 8:00 8:00

Acolyte Jennifer Canary Louise Jones Tom Canary Leah Cardwell Becky Denton

Lector Tom Canary Ann Richmond Jennifer Canary Louise Jones Louise Jones

Altar Guild Debby Edelen Susan Carey Vickie Duff Ann Richmond Debby Edelen

10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00

Crucifer Todd Cooper Nora Hanley Patrick Hall Ian Cooper Quinn Cardwell             

Torch Bearers
Ian Cooper &  

Jackson Robbins
Afton Skeeters             
& Jocelyn Duff

Ina Mason &             
Afton Skeeters        

Nora Hanley               
& Jocelynn Duff

Avery Gill  & 
Willa Cardwell

Acolyte Ann Miller Katherine Harper Ann Richmond Ned Meekins Patrick Hall

Chalice Ned Meekins Patrick Hall Ann Miller Katherine Harper Ann Richmond

Lector
James Wells  & 

Vickie Duff
Jay Box & Gayle Box

 Mary Ann Overturf 
& Virginia Ballard

Nancy Dawson &   
Ann Miller

Julie Skeeters & 
Debbie Gill    

Gift Bearers Skeeters Family Laracuente Family Hudson Family Laracuente Family Foley Family

Ushers

Mark & 
Debbie Gill

Angel & Todd 
Cooper

Mercer & Ruthann 
Vandenburg

John & Teresa 
Range

Larry Yocum & 
Sam Hawkins

Altar Guild
Ann Richmond

Sara Meekins/
Gayle Yocum

Virginia Ballard Julie Ross
Vickie Duff/

Gayle Yocum

Flower Guild LENT LENT LENT LENT LENT

Brunch
Crowley/Foley Gills Jones Richmond

Lockridge/
Overturf

Vestry Ross/Harper Gill/Lockridge Meekins/Ross Overturf/Foley Hall/Harper

4-Mar 11-Mar 18-Mar 25-Mar 1-Apr

Acolyte Ned Meekins Ann Richmond Becky Denton Vickie Duff Katherine Harper

Altar Guild Ann Miller Sara Meekins Virginia Ballard Ann Miller Virginia Ballard
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St. John’s  
2020 Ministry Directory 

 
Priest-in-Charge .............. Fr. Dana Lockhart 
Senior Warden .................................Julie Ross 
Junior Warden .......................... Ken Overturf 
Treasurer ......................................... Cory Curl 
Clerk of  the Vestry ..................... Patrick Hall 
Asst Treasurer ............................... Ann Miller 
Asst Clerk of  the Vestry.......... Sharon Ohler 
Bank Reconciler ........................Julie Skeeters 
 
Buildings & Grounds ............. Ken Overturf 
Christian Education ................. Ned Meekins 
Communication ............... Georgia Lockridge 
Finance .......................................... Ann Miller 
House Committee .................... Ned Meekins 
Kitchen ............................. Georgia Lockridge 
Newcomers .................................. Patrick Hall 
Outreach ................................. Rachelle Foley 
Parish Life .................................... Ben Harper 
Personnel ............ Julie Ross & Ken Overturf 
Stewardship ...................................... Mark Gill 
 
Server Scheduler ................... Ann Richmond 
Head Acolyte .................... Katherine Harper 
 

* * * 
Altar Flowers ....................... Jereann Crowley 
Altar Guild ................................... Vickie Duff 
Baptisms ........................... Fr. Dana Lockhart 
Chorister Director ............... Owen Sammons 
Community Dinners ................. Louise Jones 
Daughters of  the King . Mary Ann Overturf 
Eagle Wings ...................... Katherine Harper 
EfM ........... Ned Meekins, Katherine Harper 
Episcopal Church Women .............................  
 .................................................. Rachelle Foley 
Food Pantry ............................... Louise Jones 

Funeral Receptions ................................ ECW 
Housekeeping ...................... Penny Thurman 
Kroger Cards ................................. Gayle Box 
Lay Eucharistic Ministry ...... Ann Richmond 
Men’s Club .................................... Patrick Hall 
Needlepoint projects .. George Abbott-Maze 
Organist/Choirmaster ....... Owen Sammons 
Parish Email ........................... Kathy Sparrow 
Parish Secretary ..................... Kathy Sparrow 
Pastoral Care Ministry..... Fr. Dana Lockhart 
Reading Club ....................................................  
 ................ Mary Ann Overturf, Sara Meekins 
Recycling .................................... Ned Meekins 

Sunday brunch ........................... Louise Jones 

Sunday School ........................ Clarita Murphy 

Website............................................. Julie Ross 

Woodford Sun ............................... Jillian Hall 

 


